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DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDILIFE
Environmental Permit Review
Wildlife Division - Region C
PO Box 220
Joneshoro, ME 04648
(207) 434 -5927
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Applicant’s Name: Norman Hunt
Essential Habitat £ =
Significant Habitat #: Shorebird Area #691

(or type, if vanumbered)

| Wildlife Biologist: Richard Bard -

I Project Description, Acreage, Habitat Type(s):
The appiicant proposes to build a home with attached garage that will toted approximately 2676 sq.
ft. with associated 500" long driveway. The house will be 75’ from the shese in a mix of wetland

and shrubby ravarting uplands.

II. Essential and/or Significant Wildlife Habitat(s) affected by the project ¢as recogmzed by the
Endangered Species Act or the Natural Resources Protection Act):

The jollowing recommendarions should be considered by the project review agency as a means to avold or ametiorale
anricipated negative effects on Essential or Significart habitat(s). These recommendations may be used as the basis

for permiz modification or devial:

As proposed, the entire house foolprint and about half of the drivewsy wonld impact the 250 foot
upland zone of Shorebird Area #8291, a Significant Wildlife Habitat. In addilion, since the house is
proposed to be at exactly 75 feet from the spring high fide fine, constructicn activities will resuft in
impacts to soil and vegetation closer to the shore,

| disagree with the applicant's claim that this project is infill of 3 developed area. While the area is
nat pristine, it is far from a developed shoreline. The shoreline in the general area of the parcel is
mostly undeveloped, with 2 cottages to the north roughly 100 feet from the: shore (one of which is
a seasonal rental which is not always occupied, use of the other is unknown). To the south, the
adjacent lot (or possibly 2) is undeveloped. The closest development to the south is @ house
raughly 100 yards saway on a high biuff above the beach. Most development on South Lubec Road
is located closer to the road.

The failowing recommendations are adapted from the document, “Recommended Land Use
Guidetines in Shorebird Feeding and Rouosting Areas,” the draft of which is currently in final review

by DEF and IF&W.

New development shoukd be planned outside of a Shorebird Feeding or Roosting Area
wherever possible. If this is not feasible in this case:

Due to the lack of vegetative butfer in the 75 foot shoreland zone, the house footpring
shauid be moved back to at least 150 feet from spring high tide. Yhis will incresse the
vegetative buffer, decreasing disturbances to feeding shorebirds. Although wetland
impacts will be increased by moving the house off the one area of upland, this will be
offset by increased protection for shorebirds. At this distance and “offowing the vegetation
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clearing guidelines below, the applicant will still have an almost unobstructed view of the

bay.

The proposed construction plan (attachment 7) should be modified so that no outside
construction {excavation, framing, or other confinuous, loud activities) s permitted
between July 15 and September 15 to prevent disruption of shorebird feeding and
roosting.

The following recommendations are offered with the assumption thea:, as recommended
sbave, the residence foolprint will be moved back to 150 ft from the upland edge of the SFA
If that recommendation is rejected by DEP, IF&W would fike the opp»riunity ta change the
following recommendations accordingly.

+ Clearing or removal of vegetation for activities other than timber 1arvesting (including
lawn deveiopment):
o Except to remove safaty hazards, there shall be no clearing or removal of
vegetation within 75 feat harizontal distance from the upland edge of a SFA
{Shorebird Feeding Area) with the exception of alders orother woedy epacies that
typically grow o over 5 feet in height. The intent is that rative grasses and low
shrubs, including beach rose, will not be altered or mowed, but maintzined as the
dominant ground caver within 75 feet @5wjgnd edgeof the SFA. A
meandering footpath not to exceed 6 féet in s allowed provided that a cieared
straight line to the water through the buffer strip is not created,
W o Atdistences greater than 75 feet and up t6 250 feet horizontal distance from the
s upland edge of a SFA, there shall be aliowed on any lot, n any 10 year pefiod,
’ selective cutfing of not maore than 40 percent of the volurwe of trees 4 inches or
¢W %'_j__ more in diameter, measured 4 1/2 feet above ground level. Tree removal in
4 - . » conjunction with the development of permitted uses shall be included in the 40

s ' Jﬁ?j percent caleulation. For the purposes of these standands volume may be

,/L/g’::% ' considered to be equivalent to basal area. _

o Inno event shail dearad openings for any purpose, including but net limited to,
principal and acopesory structures, drivewsys, lawns and sewage dispossl areas,
exceed in the aggregate, 25% of the ot area within the skoreland zone or 10,000
square feet, whichever is greater, including land previousy cleared.

» Accessory structures should be placed outside the Shorebird Areq or at keast as far from
shore as house, Aithaugh there is no mention of a septic system lin the application,
through discussion with Deain Bradshaw, the applicant's agent, | sinderstand that the plan
Is to pump sewage to the strip of upland along the road. That plan is preferabie to siting a
leach-fiekd ingide the Shorebird Area.

M. Other Wildlife Habitats of Special Concern:
The following suggestions are offered for sevious consideration as a means 10 avoid or oelioras annivipated negative
effects on habital(t) of spesial concern to MDIF&W. However, these suggestions are not dntsnded (o provide the sole

basiz for permit modification or dental;

As noted above, the proposed project takes place in @ Shorebird Feeding %rea, which extends out
ta low tide. Additionally, the mudfiat adjacent to the subject pancel is a Tidal Waterfowl/Wading
Bird Habitat (which has no upland zone), The applicant should be advisec that any plans for
future development that will affect the intertidal zone (such as docks or piess) might be impacted
by the prasence of these Significant vWidiife Habitats.

IV. Additiona] Wildlife Related Observations or Commnents:
The following observations and commenis are offérad for consideration by the praject applicant ds a medansy 1o
harmontously imegrate the proposed project with the surrounding wildilfe habitat. These comments should not be
ised as tha hasis for permit modification or denial-

The shorebirds whose hahbitat is protected by the Significant Wildlife Habitat migrate through
Mame from July 15 fo September 15 (or later). Unnecessary disturbances ta the birds during that
peried can result in inadequate fat reserves, reducing survivability during the migration to the
southemn hemisphere, It is highly recommended that the Hunt's, and their guests who use their
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property to aceess the shaore, limit their activities on the beach duri igrati i

erty ' ng thi2 migration period. In his

ﬁ?phcatlon. Mr. Hunt expressed h:s_; appreclatian for the shorehirds whmusegme Lub‘:: mudfiats,
&W is always willing to consulf with landowners interested in minimizing impacts to wildlife or

enhancing wildlife habitat,
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